178 WASHINGTON AND HIS COLLEAGUES
Acquiescence in Washington's candidacy made
it practically impossible for the Republican party
to manifest its true strength.    The compliment
of Republican support was awarded to Governor
Clinton of New York, who together with Washing-
ton received all the electoral votes of Virginia,
New York, North Carolina, and Georgia.   A stray
electoral vote from Pennsylvania brought Clinton's
total up to 50, whereas John Adams received 77
votes   which   re-elected   him   as   vice-president.
Jefferson received only four electoral votes,  all
from Kentucky,  but his  poor  showing  in this
election was wholly due to the intricacy of the
electoral system, and his party  meanwhile  de-
veloped so much strength that when the Third
Congress met on December 2, 1793, the Republi-
cans were strong enough to elect the speaker.
Undeterred by this circumstance, Hamilton
forced the fighting. The Jeffersonians had been
excusing the defeat they had received in attacking
Hamilton in the previous Congress on the ground
that the House had acted without allowing suf-
ficient time for due examination of the evidence.
This plea supplied to Hamilton an occasion for
prompt action. Exactly two weeks after the
meeting of Congress he addressed a letter to the